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In Joint Weeka No ,6 (A-5 67* February 8), the Etabassy 
report ejl Spanish newspaper accounts to the effect that the 
Auą^ptón Government had reąueated the GOS to arrestjQ££o.. 
BKS3ZSW for alleged war crlmes, 

The Auatrian AmbasSador in Madrid, Dr. Karl GRUBER, 
when ąueried by an Embassy officer about this matter, stated 
that this affair had been a source of constant embarrassment 
to him and his Govemment, sińce there had never been any 
reąuest for Skorzeny* s extradition, The Austrlan Government 
had, on the other hand, reąuested the arrest of a notorious 
swindler by the nasię of TORKO, who was wanted by the Austrlan 
police on charges of fraudulent export operations* At the 
time Torko was arrested by the Spaniards and handed over to 
the Austrlan police, sonę Spanish newspapera cońfused Torko 
wlth Skorzeny. The Spanish newspaper reports in turn were 
carrled by the Austrlan press, causlng the Oovernment some 
embarrassment. To make matters worse, Skorzeny, rather than 
keeping qulet, held a press conference denying the war crlmes 
charges, which resulted in additlonal publicity, Grtlber sald 
that in .reply to an inąuiry about Skorzeny* s status, -he 
received confidential notification froa Vienna that there 
was an investlgation pending for Skorzeny 1 s alleged compli- 
city in the murder of three members of the Austrlan rfeslstance 
in April 19^5, but that the lnvestlgatlon, although carrled 
on for several year3, was too inconclusive to ask for 
Skorzeny* s extradition and that therefore at this time no 
actlon against him was planned. 
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